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“Keeper of the Fire”: “What good is poetry?” That question begins this passionate
documentary from Brisbane’s David L. Brown, Oakland’s Raymond Telles and San
Francisco’s Louis Dematteis on the influential life/actions of San Francisco poet/activist
Alejandro Murguia. The answer, for Murguia — the first Latino Poet Laureate of San
Francisco — at least, is that those eloquent words have power to carry on an attack on
unjust conditions. It’s a philosophy that’s been a guiding force in Murguia’s career and
his personal life as the 33-minute “Keeper of the Fire” substantiates through Murguia’s
words as well as those of others such as the late Lawrence Ferlinghetti, writer/co-
founder of San Francisco’s City Lights Bookstore. “Keeper” sprinkles in vintage images
to illustrate all phases of Murguia’s life. But best of all, besides the cute-as-could-be
childhood photos, are the shared memories of the Bay Area Beat poets and "70s Mission
arts scene. That lights up “Keeper of the Fire,” which is also receiving a world premiere.

(https://sfdocfest2021.eventive.org/films/606235ba647742004c4¢1526)




